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With an emphasis on African nations like Nigeria and Kenya, this article examines the important role that Christian education plays in promoting political stability and economic progress in emerging nations. Christian education has a strong emphasis on moral growth, social responsibility, and ethical leadership, all of which are essential for both economic advancement and sustainable government. Christian values are ingrained, which helps to develop law-abiding citizens and forward-thinking leaders capable of taking on issues like inequality, bad governance, and corruption. The article makes the case that educational institutions may produce people who can advance economic growth, justice, and peace by using a curriculum based on Christian principles. It also talks about how Christian education may improve accountability, foster inclusive growth, and change political institutions. The paper offers a framework for comprehending how education influenced by faith may be a catalyst for favorable political and economic results in developing environments by relying on religious viewpoints and development theories.
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Introduction



Overview of Political and Economic Challenges in Developing Countries



Developing nations are frequently characterized by severe political and economic instability, especially those in sub-Saharan Africa. Sociopolitical problems that plague nations like Nigeria and Kenya include extensive inequality, poor governance, corruption, and a lack of responsibility in the political and economic domains. These issues frequently thwart attempts to promote national unity, economic success, and sustainable development (Afegbua & Adejuwon, 2012; Nwosu, 2020). For example, ethnic tensions and corruption scandals have caused Nigeria to experience periodic instability, while Kenya still has issues with economic inequality and governance (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024). Weak institutions and uneven policy implementations exacerbate these problems, posing obstacles to political stability as well as economic expansion (Rotberg, 2004).

The impact of these issues on political stability is seen in both nations in the form of ongoing disputes, crises in leadership, and violence during elections. Economically, there is a great deal of poverty, inflation, and unemployment, which is made worse by bad economic policies and poor administration (Okojie, 2018; Munga & Onsomu, 2014). These problems lead to a vicious cycle of underdevelopment, where socio-political instability feeds economic stagnation and vice versa, as Sele and Wanjiku (2024) have shown in their comparative research. Restructuring the educational system is one of the many complex solutions needed to address these interconnected problems, especially when it comes to values-based education like Christian education.



The Importance of Education in National Development



Education is an essential instrument for the advancement of a nation and has a significant influence on the political and economic spheres. It develops people who are conscious of their rights and obligations, which not only supports political stability but also economic progress by producing an educated labor force (UNESCO, 2020). Numerous studies have shown that civilizations with greater levels of education tend to have more robust political institutions and better economies, demonstrating the well-documented role that education plays in nation-building (Barro & Lee, 2013). Sele and Wanjiku (2024) contend that political participation and economic growth are based on education, especially in nations like Nigeria and Kenya where access to high-quality education is still a major problem.

Nonetheless, the educational institutions of many African nations are deficient, frequently beset by underfunding, shoddy infrastructure, and a shortage of trained teachers (Ngware et al., 2006). Reforms in education are therefore required to guarantee that people possess not just the technical know-how but also a moral and ethical foundation that will enable them to responsibly engage in political and economic endeavors. This is where the emphasis on ethics and social responsibility in Christian education becomes most pertinent.



Defining Christian Education



Christian education is a concept of education grounded in biblical principles that seeks to develop morally pure, ethically aware, and socially aware individuals. Its core principles revolve around imparting moral values like as justice, compassion, honesty, and integrity; these are attributes that are essential for creating moral leaders and fostering national cohesion (Pazmiño, 1997; Knight, 2006). Building moral character and virtues is emphasized heavily in Christian education to produce individuals who can positively impact society's political and economic spheres.

Christian education has always had a significant influence on African societies since missionaries introduced formal education to the continent during the colonial era (Sanneh, 2009). In countries like Nigeria and Kenya, missionary schools were among the first institutions to provide formal education, usually including Christian values alongside academic teaching. The foundation laid by Christian education has had a lasting impact on the development of social and political systems in these countries, claim Sele and Wanjiku (2024), who argue that Christian education continues to shape the ethical framework within which political and economic activities are conducted.



Study Statement



Through promoting moral development and ethical leadership, Christian education is a transformational force that helps developing nations experience political stability and economic progress. Christian education equips people with the moral principles of fairness, honesty, and social responsibility so they may actively engage in politics, advance good government, and support long-term economic growth. With an emphasis on Nigeria and Kenya as case studies, this essay will examine how Christian education shapes these crucial facets of development.



The Role of Christian Education in Political Stability



Because it produces leaders with moral responsibility, honesty, and accountability, Christian education is essential in fostering political stability. It lessens political violence and encourages peaceful handovers of power by cultivating a populace dedicated to civic responsibility, peacebuilding, and respect for the rule of law. Furthermore, a foundation for effective administration is provided by Christian teachings on justice and servant leadership, which aid in addressing problems like corruption and inefficiency. By these means, Christian education fortifies the political institutions necessary pro stability and long-term government, while also molding the character of the person.




	Promoting Ethical Leadership





The development of leaders based on honesty, responsibility, and openness is one of Christian education's most important contributions to political stability. With its foundational moral and ethical values, Christian education places a high value on character development and produces people who are not just intellectually gifted but also morally upright. Christian leaders frequently place a strong emphasis on values like justice, honesty, and service—all of which are essential for promoting stable political systems and efficient government (Nussbaum, 2011; Moberg, 2017). In nations like Nigeria and Kenya, where corruption and bad administration are rampant and deeply ingrained in political culture, this ethical basis becomes even more important (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024; Rotberg, 2004).

Christian values have impacted well-known leaders who have exhibited moral leadership in Kenya and Nigeria. For example, Christian principles, such as a dedication to non-violence and inclusion, had an impact on Goodluck Jonathan, the former president of Nigeria, who is renowned for his nonviolent handover of power following the 2015 election (Watt, 2015). Prominent Kenyans such as Archbishop Desmond Tutu and former president Daniel arap Moi have acknowledged that Christian teachings, emphasizing national unity and healing, influenced their leadership (Mutua, 2008; Kilonzo, 2015). Christian education directly helps to political stability by encouraging ethical leadership, as leaders who uphold integrity also tend to cultivate faith in political processes and institutions (Sullivan, 2019; Roca, 2014).




	Building a Morally Conscious Citizenry





Additionally, the development of ethically aware citizens who respect the rule of law, actively participate in democracy, and appreciate civic duty is greatly aided by Christian education. Christian education fosters a sense of obligation towards the society and the country via religious teachings and an emphasis on moral development of individuals, encouraging people to engage in ways that advance the common good (Gorski, 2010). Building a feeling of civic duty is crucial for maintaining peace and facilitating a peaceful transfer of power in nations like Nigeria and Kenya, where political unrest and violence are pervasive (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024; Welch, 2012).

Christian education prioritises peaceful methods of resolving disputes and encourages reconciliation, both of which are essential in lowering political violence and promoting orderly handovers of power. For instance, in Kenya, the Christian community's participation in the 2007 post-election violence played a crucial role in promoting communication and peace, assisting in the resolution of the crisis and halting its future escalation (Brock, 2015; Kanyingi, 2014). Christian education contributes to political system stability by fostering virtues of empathy, forgiveness, and nonviolent dispute resolution. This helps avoid the division that frequently accompanies election seasons.

In addition, the incorporation of Christian ethical ideas into the educational framework cultivates reverence for the rule of law, since pupils are instructed that deference to authorities and legal frameworks is an ethical duty. Respecting the law is essential to preserving peace and order, lowering corruption, and avoiding the abuse of authority (Martin, 2018; Rocco, 2017).




	Christian Teachings and Governance





A distinctive theological viewpoint on justice, government, and servant leadership is provided by Christian teachings. The biblical idea of "servant leadership," as demonstrated by Jesus Christ, places an emphasis on leadership as a chance to serve others rather than one's own interests. This concept goes against the grain of conventional political leadership theories, especially in nations like Nigeria and Kenya where corruption and personal power are commonplace (Hughes, 2007; Sellin, 2010). Christian education encourages just, compassionate, and welfare-focused government by putting the concepts of servant leadership into practice.

Fairness, equality, and accountability are emphasized in theological perspectives on justice because they are necessary for creating responsive and honest democratic institutions. For example, religious leaders in Nigeria have urged for moral accountability from public officials in anti-corruption initiatives, citing Christian values in doing so (Okonkwo, 2016). Comparably, Christian-based organisations in Kenya have actively supported anti-corruption and good governance initiatives, in line with Christian ethical values like stewardship and responsibility (Wachira, 2017).

Furthermore, as religious teachings that place a high priority on the welfare of others steer a person's moral compass, Christian education helps to build leaders who prioritise justice and are less likely to engage in corrupt activities (Nwagbara & Eneh, 2012; Sele & Wanjiku, 2024). Christian education not only fosters political stability but also helps to create better governance systems where the public good takes precedence over personal gain by producing leaders with a solid moral foundation.



Christian Education and Economic Growth



Christian education gives people the useful skills and information required to promote economic progress, while Christian ethics provide the moral framework for justice, sustainable development, and decision-making. It does this by encouraging human capital, fostering entrepreneurial skills, and advancing economic equality via the application of moral principles like stewardship, honesty, and community service.

Essentially, Christian education serves as a means of bringing Christian ethical principles, like social justice, moral leadership, and community service to life in the context of the economy, enabling people to contribute responsibly, ethically, and sustainably to the advancement of society's economy. To create a more just and equitable economic system, ethical ideas must be translated into economic action.




	Nurturing Entrepreneurial and Economic Skills





Through the promotion of critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills, Christian education is essential in helping students develop their entrepreneurial and economic talents. Christian colleges provide people with the skills they need to become creative and financially independent entrepreneurs by fusing moral values with real-world knowledge. Christian education has a strong focus on stewardship and service, which helps people view business as a method to positively impact society rather than just as a tool to further their interests (Haught, 2015; Sele & Wanjiku, 2024). This strategy encourages social responsibility and financial success in balance, which is essential for long-term economic growth in places like Kenya and Nigeria.

Furthermore, Christian education promotes moral corporate conduct, wherein the establishment of companies that advance long-term social advantages is facilitated by an emphasis on honesty, integrity, and justice. Sustainable development depends on the establishment of trust between enterprises, governments, and customers, which is made possible by ethical business practices (Drucker, 2007; Fairholm, 2011). The impact of Christian ethical teachings can support a more responsible and sustainable corporate climate in Kenya and Nigeria, where unethical business practices and corruption frequently impede economic advancement (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024; Kline, 2015). Christian education may play a significant role in promoting sustainable development and economic progress by instructing students on how to manage enterprises in a way that respects both people and the environment.




	Enhancing Human Capital Development





Because Christian education promotes literacy, skill development, and job productivity, it has made a substantial contribution to the creation of human capital. Christian-oriented educational institutions frequently place equal emphasis on life skills and academic knowledge, enabling students to make valuable contributions to the economy. Christian education prepares students for a variety of economic prospects through a curriculum that emphasizes the development of both hard and soft skills, such as leadership, teamwork, and communication (Clark, 2017; Phillips & Owens, 2013). Christian organizations provide focused training programs and vocational education to assist close the skills gap in nations like Nigeria and Kenya, where there are severe issues with unemployment and underemployment (Adeyemi, 2021; Sele & Wanjiku, 2024).

Furthermore, the emphasis on moral instruction in Christian schools has a significant influence on how people make financial decisions. Moral principles, such as truthfulness and moral rectitude, are vital in shaping people's decision-making when it comes to their jobs and personal wealth. These principles support the development of trust and a transparent culture, both of which are necessary for the establishment of a successful and efficient economic system (Bevins, 2016; Dube, 2019). Moral education can serve as the cornerstone for economic changes and increased transparency in financial concerns in countries like Nigeria and Kenya, where corruption and unethical behavior are pervasive (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024; Stiglitz, 2012). Christian education fosters moral decision-making, which produces a workforce that is reliable and competent, improving economic outcomes for both the individual and the larger community.




	Christian Values and Economic Equality





Christian education promotes social fairness and economic inclusion, two important ideas ingrained in Jesus Christ's teachings, which helps reduce economic inequities. According to Tugwell (2012), Christian organizations usually place a high priority on the advancement of underprivileged groups and promote equitable resource allocation in society. Christian education creates an atmosphere where people are encouraged to think about the welfare of the larger society while making financial decisions, as opposed to concentrating just on their own achievement, by emphasising social justice and inclusiveness (Ferguson, 2015; Seibel & Hartmut, 2010). This understanding of economic equality is especially important in nations like Kenya and Nigeria, where there are still severe inequities in the economy and where resolving these issues is a critical first step towards sustainable growth (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024; Sanchez, 2018).

In addition, some community-based programs that promote economic development and lessen economic inequality are spearheaded by Christian universities. Sustainable development, helping small enterprises, microfinance, and developing vocational training programs for underserved populations are among the common themes of these projects (Gunderson & Wachtel, 2019; World Bank, 2019). For instance, Christian organisations in Kenya have started initiatives that give women business owners in rural regions access to financing, enhancing economic inclusion and enabling local communities to achieve economic self-sufficiency (Chamberlain, 2014; Biekpe, 2020). In addition to meeting the population's immediate needs, these community-based projects also act as long-term remedies for lowering economic disparity and creating an atmosphere that allows for distributed economic growth.

Therefore, by motivating students to adopt behaviours that advance the common good and lessen economic inequities, Christian education is crucial in advancing economic equality. Christian institutions contribute to the development of a more equitable and inclusive society where everyone has access to economic possibilities, regardless of background or socioeconomic level, by integrating these ideals into the educational system (Duflo, 2017; Smith, 2016). This is especially important in nations like Nigeria and Kenya that have high levels of income disparity, as long-term growth and development depend on promoting economic inclusion and equity.



Case Studies: Nigeria and Kenya



Not only does Christian education produce moral leaders, but it also directly advances the economy by encouraging social justice, financial responsibility, and entrepreneurship. We looked at how Christian education promotes moral decision-making and economic independence in the last session. Nonetheless, case studies are the most effective way to comprehend how these concepts affect real-world situations.

A clearer understanding of the wider ramifications of Christian education in emerging nations may be attained by looking at how Christian educational institutions in Nigeria and Kenya have aided in both political stability and economic progress. The case studies will demonstrate how Christian education simultaneously promotes sustainable development and good governance while addressing issues of poverty, inequality, and corruption. These illustrations thereby show the real-world effects of Christian education on political and economic systems in certain country situations.

This shift sets the stage for a thorough examination of Nigeria and Kenya by highlighting the significance of specific instances in understanding how Christian ideals in education translate into socio-political and economic advancements.



The Influence of Christian Education in Nigeria



Christian education has been essential in forming Nigeria's socio-political structure and leadership. One example from history is the founding of mission schools during the colonial period, which brought Western education imbued with Christian principles. Establishments such as the Catholic Church, the Nigerian Baptist Convention, and the Church of Nigeria have long been involved in producing educated leaders with a strong foundation in social responsibility, accountability, and honesty. Though issues like corruption and bad administration still exist, Christian education in Nigeria has helped to create a leadership culture dedicated to moral government (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024; Ojo, 2022; Oluwadare, 2020).

Christian schools have recently had an impact on Nigeria's economic endeavours by highlighting the value of sustainable development and entrepreneurial abilities. The emergence of Christian-led social businesses and projects aimed at resolving Nigeria's economic imbalances is indicative of the connection between Christian principles and economic growth. Christian universities, like Covenant University in Ota, Nigeria, are excellent examples of how to use education to foster creative and moral economic growth (Afolabi, 2023; Olugbenga, 2020). These organisations support moral responsibility in the business sector and encourage entrepreneurship, which strengthens and diversifies the nation's economy.



The Role of Christian Education in Kenya



Christian educational establishments in Kenya have made a major contribution to both economic expansion and political stability. An educated, morally minded leadership dedicated to good governance has been shaped by institutions of higher learning like Africa International University, Daystar University, and Kenyatta University, all of which were initially impacted by Christian values. In addition to raising literacy rates, Christian education in Kenya has promoted a sense of responsibility among its populace and equipped them to actively engage in both the political and economic processes (Njiru, 2023; Wanjiku, 2021).

The ethical governance practices in Kenya have been influenced by Christian principles that prioritize accountability, fairness, and servant leadership. Faith-based organizations, like the Christian Professional Association in Nairobi, have launched initiatives to support economic changes that benefit marginalized populations, advocate for anti-corruption measures, and advance good governance. Christian organizations have played a major role in advocating for the public sector to use resources ethically and to be more transparent (Kariuki & Kamau, 2020; Sele & Wanjiku, 2024). Together, these initiatives have aided in Kenya's economic expansion and the creation of more just political structures.



Challenges and Opportunities



The investigation of the effects of Christian education in Kenya and Nigeria demonstrated the difficulties it encounters in addition to its considerable influence. While these case studies demonstrated how Christian education has aided in political stability and economic prosperity via community activities and ethical leadership, it is important to recognise the obstacles preventing Christian education from reaching a wider audience. To the fullest extent possible, it becomes necessary to address barriers to Christian education, such as those related to finances and geography. On the other hand, acknowledging the prospects for advancement, especially via collaborations and calculated extensions, can help in the creation of educational initiatives that are more inclusive. Christian education can continue to be extremely important in promoting long-term political and economic growth in these countries if these obstacles are overcome.




	Limitations in Access to Christian Education





Despite its potential to promote economic progress and political stability, Christian education is not widely implemented in developing nations, especially in Nigeria and Kenya, due to several fundamental obstacles. Financial limitations are among the most significant obstacles. Christian colleges and universities are often underfunded, which restricts their capacity to offer high-quality instruction and reach more marginalized communities (Smith, 2021; Adewale & Olawale, 2022).

Furthermore, political resistance may also obstruct the expansion of Christian education. Governments with secular goals may see religiously orientated education as a challenge to their authority, which results in laws that impose restrictions on Christian educational endeavours (Olawale & Shittu, 2023). Furthermore, geographical differences in access aggravate the problem even further, with rural regions frequently encountering greater obstacles to receiving Christian education than do metropolitan ones (Akinola & Orji, 2020). Because of this unequal resource allocation, those living in poverty or rural places are frequently deprived of the life-changing advantages of Christian education (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024).




	Opportunities for Growth and Expansion





Notwithstanding these obstacles, there are plenty of chances to grow Christian educational initiatives in developing nations, especially in areas where the demand for education is highest. Partnerships between Christian institutions and governments to improve education access and influence policy represent one of the major opportunities. Through educational programs that encourage moral decision-making and ethical leadership, governments may work with Christian organizations to solve important challenges like poverty, injustice, and bad governance (Miller, 2021; Maxwell & Maureen, 2022). 

Furthermore, there is still a great deal of unrealized potential for Christian educational growth in underprivileged areas. Financial aid, scholarships, and infrastructural support are some of the ways that programs may greatly expand access to education in rural regions, giving young people the means to make meaningful contributions to society (Brown & Grace, 2022). International Christian organizations may also be very helpful in supporting these initiatives to expand education by providing funding and expertise, which will help to promote local economic growth through partnerships in education (Dube, 2020; Johnson & Peter, 2021).

Working together, faith-based organizations, local communities, and governments may construct a model that is sustainable and offers new prospects for development and change in solving the socioeconomic issues that developing nations face. If these obstacles are removed by clever interventions and teamwork, Christian education can play a huge role in influencing political and economic environments (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024).



Theological and Developmental Framework for Christian Education



The shift from the Challenges and Opportunities topic to the Theological and Developmental Framework for Christian Education emphasises the need to acknowledge the transformative potential of Christian education for political and economic development while also addressing the obstacles that Christian education in Nigeria and Kenya faces. The theological underpinnings of Christian education provide strong answers to problems like limited access and financial limitations, even if these difficulties still exist.

Theological frameworks based on the concepts of justice, stewardship, and equality can help remove obstacles to education and promote cooperation between governments and Christian organisations. Stakeholders may strengthen the role of Christian education in fostering holistic development by coordinating educational endeavours with theological imperatives. In addition to addressing the urgent obstacles to receiving a high-quality Christian education, this integration takes use of its potential to support long-term political and economic development in both countries. In the end, this integrated approach emphasises the necessity of thoughtful policy suggestions that take use of Christian education's advantages while avoiding the obstacles that prevent it from being an effective nation-building and development tool.



Theological Basis for Political and Economic Stability



Political and economic stability depend on ideas like justice, equality, and stewardship, all of which have a strong basis in Christian theology. Theological precepts that have their roots in the Bible, such as accountability and servant leadership, directly oppose corruption and bad governance in both Kenya and Nigeria (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024). Theological stewardship teachings promote prudent resource management, direct policymakers towards a fair distribution of wealth, and promote sustainable economic activities (Mwenda, 2022). Additionally, the rule of law and fairness are insisted upon by the Christian notion of justice, which fortifies governance frameworks, encourages civic involvement, and reduces political instability (Okon, 2021; Sele & Wanjiku, 2024).



Christian Education as a Tool for Holistic Development



The integration of spiritual growth with economic and social dimensions in Christian education provides a unique framework for holistic human development. As discussed in earlier sections, Christian teachings emphasise the development of the individual as well as the improvement of society through moral, economic, and political engagement. Sele and Wanjiku (2024) report that Christian educational institutions in Nigeria and Kenya have made significant contributions to national development by producing leaders who have a strong ethical foundation that supports sustainable growth.

In line with more general development objectives that aim to lessen inequality and advance social well-being, these institutions attempt to meet both spiritual needs and pragmatic issues (Njoroge, 2019). Christian colleges and universities enable students to pursue professions that positively impact their communities by combining religion with education and tackling problems like unemployment, poverty, and corruption.



Policy Recommendations



Policymakers should consider some calculated measures to optimize the contribution of Christian education to nation-building. First, increasing access to Christian education may spread the word about ethical leadership training, which has been shown to improve economic and governance systems, especially in underserved and rural communities (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024). Second, governments and Christian educational institutions may work together to create a curriculum that incorporates development studies, entrepreneurship, and civic duty in addition to moral and ethical teachings.

The formation of public-private partnerships might result from such cooperation, assisting in bridging the gap between the spiritual and material aspects of national development (Mwenda, 2022). Finally, by encouraging laws that encourage the integration of religious education into national development plans, we may assist solve enduring problems with economic stagnation and inequality by raising morally and socially conscious citizens (Okon, 2021).



Conclusion



The preceding conversations about the theological and developmental framework for Christian education highlight the close relationship that exists between political and economic stability and Christian values and ideals. Justice, equality, and responsible stewardship are the cornerstones of Christian theology and are necessary for nation-building and government (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024). Christian education tackles the whole aspect of human development by fusing religion and development studies, emphasising not just economic progress but also spiritual and social dimensions (Oyelade, 2021; Sele & Wanjiku, 2024).

One cannot stress the importance of Christian education in promoting development, as noted in Theology of Development: Addressing Poverty and Inequality in Nigeria and Kenya by Sele & Wanjiku (2024). Linking spiritual growth with concrete economic benefits, it serves as an essential tool in tackling the moral and structural aspects of poverty and injustice. Theological groundwork serves as a springboard for the conclusion, which delves deeper into the potential benefits of Christian education for growth as well as its contributions to governmental and fiscal stability.



Summary of Key Arguments



This essay has examined the significant contribution that Christian education makes to the political stability and economic development of Kenya and Nigeria. The way Christian education develops entrepreneurial skills, moral leadership, and human capital development while raising ethically aware citizens is at the heart of this argument. Historically, Christian educational institutions have supported governance and economic growth projects by producing leaders who place a high priority on justice, accountability, and the common good (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024; Esen & Olanrewaju, 2020). Furthermore, it is clear from case studies of Kenya and Nigeria that Christian teachings have influenced the moral underpinnings of governance, which has aided in reducing corruption and improving development initiatives.



Final Reflections on the Future of Christian Education in Development



To optimize its influence going forward, Christian education must remain in line with national development objectives. Governments, the commercial sector, and religious institutions have a great deal of untapped potential for cooperation. These collaborations have the potential to use Christian education's advantages in tackling the systemic issues of poverty, inequality, and governance (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024). Furthermore, as demonstrated in Theology of Development: Addressing Poverty and Inequality in Nigeria and Kenya (Sele & Wanjiku, 2024), Christian education is in a unique position to promote economic inclusion and social justice, providing a revolutionary route for African nations' development.

Christian education will continue to have a significant role in determining the political and economic climate of countries because it promotes moral leadership and all-encompassing growth. Its position as a key partner in the regional sustainable development agenda stems from its advocacy for justice, equality, and responsible governance.
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