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For a very long time, the Church has been a major force in creating a
sense of belonging and support for underprivileged populations,
including people with physical impairments. This paper examines the
theological underpinnings of the Church's support of social integration
and how these ideas have been applied to assist those who are
physically disabled. Based on theological discourse, ecclesiastical
concepts, and biblical teachings, the study emphasizes the Church's
moral duty to advance inclusiveness, equality, and dignity. It examines
different Christian faiths' past and current endeavours to create outreach
campaigns, programs, and structural modifications to accommodate
people with disabilities. In addition, the study looks at how the Church
might work with governments and civil society organizations to build
inclusive and sustainable communities. Through this investigation, the
research hopes to provide a theological and practical framework for
enhancing the social integration of people with physical disabilities
within the Church and the larger community.
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Introduction

Physically disabled people's social integration is
an urgent issue that mainstream society still does not do
enough to solve. Even if civic organisations and
governments work to promote inclusiveness, there is still
a disconnect between legislation and the real inclusion of
individuals with physical impairments in society.
Physically disabled people's social integration is still
hampered by their exclusion from possibilities for jobs,
healthcare, and education (Oliver & Barnes, 2012;
Shakespeare, 2006). A comprehensive social strategy is
still missing, even though legislative frameworks like the
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(UNCRPD) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
attempt to address this issue. The Church is in a unique
position to encourage these people's complete
integration into communal life because of its theological
grounding and moral authority (Hauerwas, 2004; Yong,
2007).

For a very long time, the Church has played a
significant role in standing up for the oppressed,
especially people with disabilities. Historically, religious
organizations’ have been a vital source of care for people
with physical disabilities, especially in times when
secular institutions were weak or nonexistent (Reinders,
2011; Brady, 2009). For example, at a period when the
public often disregarded people with physical infirmities,
early Christian monastic institutions offered care for
them. Though their degrees of engagement vary,
religious organizations’ have made a substantial
contribution to the worldwide disability rights movement
in the contemporary era (Eiesland, 1994; Swinton, 2012).
Despite these efforts, churches frequently face a
problem that reflects larger societal issues: getting past
the point of mere tolerance and towards complete social
integration (Block, 2002; Hull, 2003).

The aim of this paper is to examine the ways in
which the Church may close the disparity and actively
encourage the social inclusion of people with physical
disabilities. Christian history is full of theological precepts
that need the protection of the weak, yet these precepts
are not always applied in practice (Swinton, 2012;
Reinders, 2008). Instead of viewing people with
disabilities as just receivers of charity, the Church is
obligated to "recognize the unique gifts and contributions
of all its members, including those with disabilities,"
according to theologian John Swinton (2012). According
to Eiesland (1994) and Block (2002), this strategy entails
redesigning communal life such that physically disabled
people are not only included but also completely
integrated as active participants.

Modern social practices coupled with the
Church's theological and historical ties to marginalised
groups offer a chance to model inclusiveness beyond
demands imposed by policy. The New Testament
continuously upholds the dignity of every person,
regardless of physical limitations, from Christ's teachings
to Paul's letters (Luke 14:13—-14; 1 Corinthians 12:22—

24). The Church's role in advancing social justice for
people with disabilities has also been highlighted by
contemporary theologians (Yong, 2007; Hauerwas,
2004). In order to serve as a spiritual refuge and a
catalyst for social change, this article contends that the
Church has a theological and practical obligation to
support the social integration of people with physical
disabilities by bringing scripture into line with modern
social norms.

Theological Foundations

The Church's efforts to support the social
inclusion of people with physical disabilities must have a
solid theological basis. Biblical concepts and principles
have influenced the Church's treatment of marginalised
people throughout Christian history by offering crucial
understandings of the worth of human life, equality, and
inclusion. This section explores the Christian teachings,
major biblical viewpoints, and current theological
discourse on disability as it digs into the theological
foundations of the Church's position. We may better
comprehend how the Church is called to develop a
community that includes and uplifts all persons,
regardless of their physical limitations, by having a
deeper knowledge of these foundations.

Biblical Perspective

The Bible offers a solid theological foundation for
caring for and supporting the marginalised, especially
those who are physically disabled. Throughout his
mission, Jesus engaged directly with many people who
were marginalised because of their impairments. In order
to show that a person's physical disabilities would not
lessen their value in God's sight, Jesus cured the blind,
the lame, and others with various illnesses (Matthew
15:30; Luke 5:17-26). His deeds demonstrate a biblical
value of equality and compassion that holds that every
person is deserving of respect and care (Hauerwas,
2004). A striking picture of the Kingdom of God as an
inclusive society is provided by the parable of the great
feast in Luke 14:13—-14, where Jesus urges the inclusion
of "the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind,"
defying social conventions that frequently exclude such
individuals (Swinton, 2012).

Justice and inclusion for marginalized
populations, especially those with impairments, are
likewise demanded in the Old Testament. For example,
Leviticus 19:14 warns against treating the blind and deaf
badly, demonstrating God's care for the dignity of
physically limited people. Furthermore, the future
described in Isaiah 35:5-6 is one in which "the ears of
the deaf will unstop, and the eyes of the blind will be
opened," signifying a comprehensive restoration in God's
Kingdom where people with disabilities would be
completely included into the divine order (Eiesland,
1994). These verses offer a scriptural foundation for the
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Church's mission to actively encourage the social
inclusion of people with physical disabilities.

Christian Doctrine

Different traditions have interpreted biblical
concepts of care and inclusion in different ways
throughout the history of Christianity. For instance, the
Catholic Church has long asserted that every person has
intrinsic dignity since they were made in God's image
(Imago Dei). The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace
(2005) states that this idea is fundamental to Catholic
social teaching, which promotes the inclusion and
protection of marginalised people, including those with
disabilities. Pope Francis has advocated in more recent
times for a "culture of encounter," in which people with
disabilities are not considered as objects of charity but
rather as essential members of the Church community
(Francis, 2015). The Eucharist, one of the main
sacraments of the Catholic Church, is seen to invite all
Christians to participate in church life, regardless of their
physical state, and to promote unity and inclusivity.

Protestant traditions also place a strong
emphasis on the equality and disability-inclusive
theology. For example, Martin Luther emphasised the
priesthood of all Christians, suggesting that all people
have equal standing before God, even those who have
infirmities (Yong, 2007). The theologians of the Reformed
tradition, such as John Calvin, have emphasised God's
sovereignty and providential care for all of creation,
including people who are physically ill. Reformed
churches frequently actively participate in social justice
campaigns and support the rights of marginalised
communities because of their stress on God's
sovereignty (Swinton, 2012). Though it participates in
contemporary disability discourse to a lesser extent, the
Orthodox tradition maintains the theological concept of
theosis, according to which all people are invited to
partake in the divine life, irrespective of their physical
capabilities (Ware, 1997).

Theology of Disability

The "theology of disability"” has become a
prominent area in modern theological debate,
reinterpreting conventional conceptions of disability
within the context of Christian theology. The central claim
of this discourse challenges past ideas that associated
disability with sin or divine retribution by arguing that
people with impairments are completely human and
represent the image of God (Eiesland, 1994). In her
ground-breaking book, ‘The crippled God’, Nancy
Eiesland makes the case that for the Church to fully
comprehend the significance of disability in Christian
theology, it is necessary to envision Christ as a crippled
person. According to Eiesland (1994), Christ's wounds
from the resurrection are a potent emblem of the reality
that, while being exalted, Jesus still bore visible signs of
suffering and incapacity. This reinterpretation enables a
theological affirmation of the value and dignity of

individuals with impairments, highlighting the fact that
they are essential parts of Christ's body rather than
incomplete or inferior individuals (1 Corinthians 12:22—
24).

Furthermore, by stressing that disability should
be seen as a manifestation of human variation rather
than just a disease that must be treated or conquered,
modern theologians like Amos Yong and John Swinton
have made substantial contributions to this topic (Yong,
2007; Swinton, 2012). According to Yong's theology of
disability, rather than marginalising people with
disabilities as objects of sympathy, the Church should
value their contributions and gifts. Similarly, Swinton
contends that rather than marginalising or tokenising
people with disabilities, the Church must establish
communities of belonging (Swinton, 2012). In these
communities, people with disabilities are respected for
their distinct views and experiences. These modern
theological viewpoints advocate for a paradigm of
inclusion that goes beyond simple accommodation to full
integration and involvement in the life of the Church,
calling for a profound change in how the Church regards
and interacts with physically disabled people.

The Church’s Historical Role in Supporting People
with Disabilities

After examining the theological underpinnings of
the Church's disability viewpoint, it is critical to examine
the historical applications of these theological ideas.
Throughout history, the Church has demonstrated its
support for the underprivileged, including people with
physical impairments, in a variety of ways. This section
will look at how the Church has supported individuals
with disabilities across time, showcasing its initiatives
from the earliest Christian communities to the present
day.

Early Christian Communities and Care for the
Disabled

The Christian Church has been a major provider
of care for underprivileged populations, including people
with physical impairments, from its founding. Reflecting
Christ's teaching to love one's neighbour and His ministry
to the ill and physically challenged, inclusion and care for
the disabled were essential in early Christian
communities (Luke 14:13—-14). Based on the idea that all
people, regardless of capacity, are made in God's image,
the early Church founded hospitals and care facilities as
acts of service (Genesis 1:27; Swinton, 2011).

The establishment of hospitals during the
Byzantine era, such the Basiliad, which was established
by Saint Basil the Great and was one of the first hospitals
to provide medical treatment to the sick and crippled, is
one of the first noteworthy instances. Based in Christian
scripture, these institutions were direct manifestations of
the Church's mandate to love and care for the
marginalized (Matthew 25:40; Ferngren, 2009).



150 Sele and Wanjiku / Greener Journal of Social Sciences

Medieval Church: Charitable Hospitals and
Institutions

Monasteries and other Christian establishments
institutionalized the Church's care for people with
impairments during the Middle Ages. Across Europe, the
Church erected hospitals and hospices, including well-
known facilities like the Hotel-Dieu in Paris, which was
created in 651 AD and provided care for the ill,
impoverished, and crippled (Metzler, 2013). Like the
Benedictines, monastic communities made vows of
service, considering the care of the crippled to be a
fundamental part of their spiritual obligation (Strohm,
2014).

During the Crusades, the Christian military
organisation known as the Knights Hospitaller, which
was founded in the eleventh century, was also
instrumental in providing care for injured pilgrims and
knights. Based on religious ideas of mercy and charity,
these organisations offered food, housing, and medical
support, reflecting the Church's long-standing history of
providing care for the weak (Richards, 2000; Metzler,
2013).

The Protestant Reformation and Disability

New perspectives on disability were brought
about by the Protestant Reformation when figures like
Martin Luther and John Calvin argued that everyone,
even those with physical disabilities, is spiritually equal
(Brock & Swinton, 2012). Luther's theology of human
frailty and heavenly grace was impacted by his physical
hardships, particularly his fight with a persistent
sickness. To emphasise that a person's handicap did not
lessen their value in God's eyes, he frequently used 2
Corinthians 12:9, which states that God's power is
perfected in human weakness (Hendrix, 2015).

Additionally, the Reformation changed how
Christian communities responded to the needs of the
impoverished and disabled by fostering the
establishment of new nonprofit organisations that
focused on serving these groups of people. Many
Protestant groups emphasised that everyone may
experience spiritual salvation and full participation in the
Christian society, regardless of their physical state.
These efforts were considered as extensions of God's
love and mercy (Brock & Swinton, 2012; Powell, 2002).

The Modern Church’s Evolving Role

Because of human rights frameworks, the
Church's position as an advocate for the rights of
individuals with disabilities has grown in the
contemporary period. A turning point was the Second
Vatican Council (1962—-1965), which emphasised that the
Church must welcome everyone and promote the
involvement of under-represented groups, such as the
disabled (Vatican Il, 1965). The Council's Gaudium et
Spes document (1965) emphasised the value of societal
institutions that support inclusion and respect for those

with disabilities while highlighting the inherent dignity of
every human being.

Many Church-affiliated organisations now
operate worldwide to support the inclusion and
empowerment of those with disabilities, including World
Vision and Caritas Internationalis (Caritas Internationalis,
2020). As a reflection of the Church's ongoing mission to
uplift the marginalised in contemporary society, these
organisations offer medical treatment, education, and
community assistance programs (World Vision, 2019).

The Church’s Current Initiatives

Churches all over the world have come to
understand how important it is to support the social
inclusion of people with physical disabilities in the
present period. This section will look at projects and
programs that different Christian organizations and
denominations have put in place to help the disabled
community. These initiatives, which span local disability
ministries to international advocacy campaigns, show the
Church's continued dedication to empowerment and
inclusiveness.

Disability Ministries and Outreach Programs

Alot of churches have set up disability ministries,
especially in the Protestant and evangelical traditions,
with the goal of making worship spaces more accessible
and offering hands-on assistance to people with
impairments. Christian organisations committed to this
cause include Christian Blind Mission (CBM) and Joni
and Friends (Joni and Friends, 2021; Christian Blind
Mission, 2020). These ministries support the spiritual
inclusion of handicapped people in church life in addition
to offering useful services like easing access to
healthcare or supplying mobility aids.

For example, Joni and Friends is a global
organisation that plans disability-related retreats for
families, provides church leaders with training, and
promotes the inclusion of people with disabilities in
Christian education. The founder of this organisation,
Joni Eareckson Tada, was born quadriplegic and has
been a strong voice in the Christian community for the
rights of individuals with disabilities, highlighting their
essential role in the body of Christ (Tada, 2018).

Similarly to this, CBM uses programs that
emphasise livelihood, education, and health to fight the
stigma associated with disabilities and enhance the lives
of those who are impaired worldwide (Christian Blind
Mission, 2020). These programs are based on a religious
dedication to the worth of every human being, which
reflects the justice and compassion found in the Bible
(Proverbs 31:8-9; Matthew 25:40).

Inclusive Worship and Accessible Church Facilities
Making worship sessions more accessible to

those with physical limitations is another significant
undertaking. Many churches have realised that persons
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with disabilities cannot fully participate in worship and
communal life when there are obstacles in the way,
whether they be architectural, the result of discriminatory
attitudes, or a lack of assistive technologies (Anderson &
Carter, 2020). As a result, churches are changing their
spaces more and more to provide room for those with
visual, hearing, and mobility limitations.

For instance, the National Catholic Partnership
on Disability (NCPD) has played a significant role in
promoting accessibility in Catholic parishes in the United
States. This organisation offers resources, including as
Braille materials for the visually impaired and sign
language interpretation for the deaf, to help make
liturgical practices more accessible (NCPD, 2021).
Protestant churches are also adopting new technology,
including sensory-friendly venues for those with autism
or other sensory processing impairments, and live-
streamed services with closed captioning (Ellis & Waller,
2020).

Biblical teachings, which place a strong
emphasis on hospitality and consideration for all
members of the community, further support the need of
creating accessible physical environments. For example,
churches now understand Leviticus 19:14, which forbids
laying obstacles in the way of the blind, as a call to
remove obstacles that prevent handicapped people from
fully participating in religious life (Yong, 2011).

Collaborations with Secular Disability Advocacy
Groups

Apart from in-house projects, the Church has
been working more and more in tandem with non-
religious  disability = advocacy  groups. These
collaborations are important because they provide the
Church access to wider movements that protect the
rights and enhance the lives of people with disabilities.
These partnerships also show the Church's
understanding that social integration is a basic human
right as well as a theological concern (World Health
Organisation, 2011).

For example, churches have collaborated with
secular groups like Disability Rights International and
Humanity & Inclusion to promote disability-friendly laws
locally and internationally. Joint campaigns for inclusive
education systems, fair job opportunities, and accessible
public transit have resulted from these alliances
(Charlton, 1998). Through involvement in these broader
networks of advocacy, the Church can significantly
impact legislation and bring about structural change that
is advantageous to those with disabilities.

These collaborations have also included
theological advocacy. For instance, the World Council of
Churches is one of several Christian organisations that
have taken part in international discussions on disability
rights during the United Nations' annual International Day
of Persons with Disabilities. These discussions have
emphasised the spiritual and moral imperative of
inclusion (World Council of Churches, 2021). These
programs show how the Church may act as a moral voice

for everyone's rights and dignity on the international
scene.

The Church’s Role in Advocacy and Policy

In addition to providing practical and spiritual
assistance, the Church is essential in pushing for
systemic improvements that assist those with physical
disabilities. This section will examine the ways in which
the Church advocates for policies, using its moral
standing and international clout to advance inclusive
policies and disability rights.

Advocacy for Disability Rights

In the past, the Church has frequently raised its
voice in support of the underprivileged, and this includes
people who are physically unable. In particular, Christian
advocacy has played a major role in influencing the
public conversation around disability rights. The World
Council of Churches (WCC), for instance, has played a
significant role in advancing a global agenda for disability
inclusion. The WCC calls on governments and other
international organisations to respect the dignity of
individuals with disabilities by enacting laws that
guarantee their access to jobs, healthcare, and
education (WCC, 2019). The WCC highlights the
Christian duty to stand out for those who are unable to
speak for themselves, citing biblical verses that demand
protection of the weak and defense of their rights, such
as Proverbs 31:8-9.

Several Christian faiths have been actively
involved in national and worldwide campaigns to
promote laws that are disability-friendly in recent
decades. For example, the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) was passed in 1990 with the assistance of the
Catholic Church and other Christian organizations,
demonstrating the significance of legal frameworks that
provide equal rights for people with disabilities (Hahn,
2002). Churches have influenced public policy in ways
that support greater inclusion and accessibility by
coordinating their activism with larger human rights
organizations’.

Additionally, a worldwide task group that
promotes disability inclusion at the grassroots and policy
levels has been created by the Anglican Communion. In
order to guarantee that international agreements like the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD) are applied nationally, this task force
has been actively engaged in collaborating with local
governments, especially in developing countries
(Anglican Communion, 2020). By means of these
endeavours, the Church has demonstrated its capacity
to make a significant contribution to the worldwide
disability rights movement.

Policy Influence on Local and International Levels

Apart from engaging in lobbying, the Church has
a noteworthy record of impacting disability-related
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policies at both national and international levels. As an
example, the global confederation of Catholic relief
organisations, Caritas Internationalis, has engaged in
many campaigns to impact disability policy in Latin
American and African nations (Caritas Internationalis,
2017). These efforts, which demonstrate the Church's
commitment to social justice and the preferred choice for
the poor, usually centre on making sure that individuals
with disabilities are not simply receivers of charity but
also active participants in society progress.

Christian groups like the Christian Blind Mission
(CBM) have had a particularly strong international impact
on laws pertaining to the treatment and rehabilitation of
the disabled. International standards for disability
inclusion have been developed in close collaboration
with the World Health Organisation (WHQO), especially
about health care delivery (WHO, 2011). Because of this
collaboration, policy frameworks that support nations in
providing healthcare to people with disabilities have been
developed. These frameworks are in line with Christian
values of justice, caring, and dignity (Matthew 25:35—-40).

More locally, a lot of churches have actively
influenced city policy by pushing for public areas and
infrastructure that is accessible to those with physical
impairments. For instance, in line with regional disability
regulations, several Christian denominations have joined
forces with secular organisations to advocate for the
installation of ramps, lifts, and other accessible amenities
in public buildings (Grider, 2020). These initiatives have
made cities more accessible to those with disabilities and
made it simpler for them to fully engage in both civic and
religious life.

Theological Advocacy and Policy Shaping

Theologically speaking, the Church's vision of
justice and human dignity forms the foundation of its
advocacy work for policies. This advocacy is framed by
the Theology of Disability, which emphasises the intrinsic
value of every person because they were all made in
God's image (Genesis 1:26-27). This conviction has
produced a solid theological basis for pressuring national
and international organisations to acknowledge and
protect the rights of people with disabilities (Eiesland,
1994).

Pope Francis, for example, has been a strong
voice for the rights of persons with disabilities, urging
countries to enact laws that promote social inclusion and
uphold the dignity of every person, regardless of their
physical capabilities (Francis, 2019). His papal
encyclicals, including Laudato Si', have challenged
governments to prioritize disability rights within their
development goals, emphasising the need for a more
inclusive society that appreciates everyone (Francis,
2015).

Protestant theologians have also made a
substantial contribution to the conversation over
disability policy. Renowned Christian ethicist Stanley
Hauerwas has argued that to ensure that legislative
policies on disability reflect Christian ideals of

compassion, fairness, and respect for life, the Church
must act as both a critic and a guide (Hauerwas, 2004).
This religious viewpoint has influenced how churches
interact with legislators on matters pertaining to social
integration and disability rights.

Challenges and Opportunities for Improvement

Even while the Church has made a substantial
contribution to the support and advocacy for people with
physical disabilities, there are still many obstacles to
overcome. However, these difficulties also offer chances
to enhance the Church's contribution to social inclusion
and integration.

Structural and Attitudinal Barriers

The existence of institutional and mental barriers
inside religious communities is one of the main obstacles
the Church faces in its efforts to assist those with
physical impairments. Even though many churches have
made progress towards inclusivity, physical accessibility
is still a problem in a lot of them. For example, research
shows that many churches, particularly in developing
nations, lack accessible bathrooms, ramps, and
elevators, which makes it challenging for people with
physical disabilities to fully engage in worship and
community activities (Kett, 2018). In addition to making,
it difficult to enter physically, this lack of accessible
infrastructure gives the subliminal message that
members of the disabled community are not completely
accepted in church life.

Within Christian communities, there are still
attitude barriers in addition to institutional ones. By
adopting paternalistic views, some congregations may
unintentionally marginalize handicapped people by
seeing them as charity receivers rather than complete
members of Christ's body (Eiesland, 1994). Theologically
speaking, this is due to a lack of knowledge of the
Theology of Disability, which upholds the worth and
complete humanity of people with impairments.
Theological instruction and awareness-raising within
congregations are necessary to break down these
attitudes and advance a view of disability consistent with
biblical inclusion and equality values (Gaventa & Coulter,
2017).

The Opportunity for Theological Education and
Awareness

The field of theological education has a
significant opportunity for advancement considering
these obstacles. Disability studies are now being taught
in many seminaries and Christian educational
institutions, giving aspiring church leaders the theological
and practical skills they need to build inclusive
communities (Swinton, 2016). It is imperative that
ministerial training incorporate disability theology to
produce leaders of the church who are dedicated to
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ensuring that their congregations are inclusive and
accessible to everyone, regardless of ability.

Moreover, there is a chance for the Church to
actively involve its people in raising awareness.
Preaching, teaching, and community outreach initiatives
that highlight the biblical call for inclusivity and the worth
of every person as created in God's image (Genesis
1:27) can accomplish this. As per Brock and Swinton
(2012), several churches have instituted disability
awareness Sundays, whereby their members
concentrate on comprehending the perspectives of
people with disabilities and investigating methods to
enhance inclusivity in their communities. Such programs
can aid in changing attitudes within the Church,
encouraging an environment that is more welcoming and
accommodating to its impaired members.

Resource Allocation and Funding

The distribution of funds to promote projects for
disability inclusion in the Church is another big obstacle.
Smaller congregations frequently struggle to find the
financial and human resources necessary to make their
places more accessible, whereas bigger, well-funded
churches may have the wherewithal to develop inclusive
programming and accessible infrastructure (Hauerwas,
2004). This discrepancy may make it more difficult for the
Church to provide the impaired community with
comprehensive services.

But this difficulty also offers a chance for
churches to work together more successfully. Churches
in the same region or denomination can split the cost of
putting accessible measures in place by pooling their
resources. Furthermore, grants or financing programs
tailored to bolster disability inclusion initiatives in smaller
congregations might be established by Christian
organisations and ecclesiastical authorities (Thomson,
2019). These cooperative methods can aid in
guaranteeing that all churches, irrespective of size or
financial capability, can offer inclusive and accessible
surroundings to their congregants.

Integration with Broader Social Movements

Integrating the Church's advocacy work with
larger social movements for disability rights is another
difficulty. While the Church has always been a major
force in supporting marginalised communities, including
the handicapped, there have been times when church
advocacy and secular disability rights organisations have
not been connected, which has resulted in a lack of
coordinated action (Shogren et al., 2018). The Church
has a chance to have a greater influence on disability
rights locally and globally by bridging the gap between
church-based campaigning and secular disability
movements.

Through collaboration with non-religious groups
and movements that support disability rights, the Church
may increase its impact and more successfully promote
shared objectives of equality and inclusivity. When the

legal and political know-how of secular organisations is
combined with the moral and theological authority of the
Church, collaborative efforts can result in more effective
lobbying methods. These collaborations can strengthen
the Church's power to push for systemic improvements,
such higher accessibility requirements and the upholding
of laws protecting the rights of people with disabilities
(McColl, 2018).

Conclusion

The Church has always been a leader in
standing up for the weak and disenfranchised, and
helping those who are physically disabled is a vital part
of the Church's mission. Throughout history, the Church
has offered people who are frequently marginalised by
society places of inclusion and safety in addition to
spiritual direction. But as this essay has demonstrated,
the Church's contribution to the social inclusion of people
with physical impairments needs to keep changing to
meet new possibilities and obstacles.

The Church's involvement in disability inclusion
has a solid theological basis since it is based on biblical
precepts that highlight each person's intrinsic dignity as
being made in God's image. Jesus' teachings and
Christian theology from all traditions give a clear
mandate for assisting and including individuals with
impairments. But as the public's perception of disability
changes, the Church must stay involved in theological
conversations on disability, especially those that
question conventional, occasionally paternalistic views.

The Church is committed to helping people with
disabilities, as seen by its present programs in
community outreach, healthcare, and education.
Nevertheless, substantial obstacles both systemic and
psychological remain to be overcome to completely
achieve an inclusive atmosphere. Churches must keep
making improvements to their physical and social
accessibility as well as confront outmoded beliefs that
prevent people with disabilities from fully participating in
their communities.

The Church has a vital role to play in lobbying
and policy. The Church can support the rights of those
with disabilities and make sure that their voices are heard
both locally and globally by using its moral authority and
broad influence. This advocacy should encompass wider
society initiatives to uphold the rights and dignity of
people with disabilities rather than being restricted to
internal church regulations.

The Church has enormous obstacles to
overcome to promote more diversity, but these obstacles
also provide chances for development and change. By
means of improved theological education, cooperation
with non-religious disability rights groups, and deliberate
resource distribution, the Church may augment its
function in the social integration of people with physical
disabilities. The Church, as the body of Christ, is called
to embody God's all-encompassing love by guaranteeing
that no individual in society is denied the opportunity to
fully engage in communal life.
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In conclusion, there is still more work to be done
even though the Church has made significant progress
in helping those with physical impairments. The Church
may remain a change agent for equity and inclusivity by
upholding its doctrinal core, tackling contemporary
issues, and grasping chances for development. With
God's help, the Church may set the example for
establishing a society in which everyone is welcome. The
job at hand calls for dedication, compassion, and a
readiness to change.
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